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beginning of the end. He had a slight stroke, which
paralysed him for a few hours, and gave him a foretaste
of the ultimate ordeal.

With eyes from which the shadow of fear was
thenceforward never absent, Gustav Streseniann
looked out upon a now altered world. As soon as his
temporarily paralysed mouth could form articulate
words, his fight with death was no longer a struggle
for his own life, but a despairing attempt to complete
an achievement, to bring a task to its conclusion.

In the meantime the German elections of zoth May
resulted in a swing to the Left that represented an
endorsement of the policy of conciliation. His own
party, in spite of its election poster, had suffered a
defeat; it was possible that this entrenchment of a
party behind a leader, who, as was well known, had to
contend with opposition in his own ranks, had thrust
public opinion still further to the Left, where it
expected to find more genuine exponents of this policy.
The German Nationals were paid out for their
wavering policy of opposition, in so far as those who
were dissatisfied with their indecisive aiHitude went to
strengthen the extreme elements of the Right.

The victory of the Left in Germany came a month
after the victory of the Conservative Centre in France*
The French people had chosen a Poincare Chamber,
while in the German Reichstag the Socialist benches
had almost reached the centre of the half circle. Once
again the two peoples were moving in an opposite
direction.

A Socialist Chancellor formed the first Cabinet in
accordance with the elections. A Government of the
great coalition completed the circle begun five years